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REAL PARTY OF INTEREST 

The real parties of interest are Christopher Evans of Arlington, MA, and Richard Evans of 
Medford, MA, co-founders and co-owners of Soccer Edge, Inc., having offices in Boston, MA. The 
parties have not assigned the application to the corporation. 

RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 

None. 

STATUS OF CLAIMS 

Original claims 1-4 and added claims 5-6 were canceled. Added claims 7-11 remain 
pending in this application. The claims currently on appeal are claims 7-11, which were finally 
rejected. No claims have been allowed. A copy of the claims on appeal is provided in the Claims 
Appendix. 

STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

No amendments have been made after the Final Rejection dated September 22, 2004. A 
supplemental Declaration under 37 CFR 1.132 was submitted with the Notice of Appeal filed 
February 22, 2005, and received by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on February 25, 2005. 
The Declaration provides recent sales data necessary to Appellants' arguments related to 
commercial success of an embodiment of the presently claimed invention. A copy of the 
Declaration under 37 CFR 1.132 is provided in The Evidence Appendix. 

SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 

Independent claims 7 and 1 1 are involved in this appeal. Claims 8-10, which depend firom 
claim 7, are also involved in the appeal and are to be argued as a group with claim 7. Additional 
arguments are made for independent claim 11. 
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The present invention as described and claimed comprises a soccer ball practice apparatus 
with a full range of kicking options as to direction and force, but consistent with strong ground- 
adhering properties, made as a combination of a tether line including an elastic section, a net 
container/securement for a soccer ball, a groxind insertable/removable anchor unit as a spiral with 
an upper section and a handle which is tumed for insertion of the spiral portion to enter the 
ground and to leave only an upper circular portion exposed, the tether line tied between the 
anchor means and the net, by a ring that rides on the circular portion of the anchor upper circle 
portion, a shackle interconnect or the like from the elastic portion of the tether line (and a swivel) 
to the ring to enable rotation of the tether line about its own axis. The kicked ball returns to the 
kicker, rolling back without material interference from the apparatus. 

As recited in independent claim 7, shown in Figures 6 and 7, and discussed on page 9, 
lines 5 through 20 of the specification, the device includes a tie down stake that has a spiraled 
lower portion (120) to be inserted into the ground, and a circular upper portion (holder 125) to 
which is mounted loosely a tethering ring (130) that is able to travel along a substantial part of 
the circular upper portion (125). The ring (130) holds a multi-part tether line (as shown in 
Figure 1 and discussed at page 6, hne 6, through page 7, line 2) to the tie down stake. A handle 
(135) under the circular upper portion (125) prevents the ring (130) from spiraling down the 
spiraled lower portion (120.) The tether line that connects the tie down stake to the ball net (85) 
has an elastic portion (75) and a non-elastic portion (drawstring 80), and is allowed to rotate 
freely about its own axis by means of a detachable link (55) including a swivel-eyebolt (70) 
between the ring and the tether line. 

Dependent claim 8 is drawn to an embodiment wherein the handle (135), as shown in 
Figure 7, is seated at ground (140) level after the spiraled lower section (120) has been fully 
inserted into the ground, such that the handle will not interfere with the ball's motion during a 
user's kick. 

Dependent claim 9 is drawn to an embodiment wherein the removable swivel, as 
discussed on page 4, lines 22-25, is an eyeboh connection that allows the tether a 360° spin for 
the ball about the axis of the tether line. 
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Dependent claim 10 is drawn to an embodiment wherein the inelastic portion (drawstring 
80) of the tether line is attached to the ball net, while the elastic portion is attached to the swivel 
connection. 

Independent claim 1 1 recites an improved soccer ball tethering and rebounding system 
that allows a full range of movement through the air and free open and roll for the soccer ball. The 
improved system is comprised of: the spiral tie down stake; a handle which projects orthogonally 
from the stake and which lies flat on the ground when the stake is fully inserted into the ground; a 
clip link with an operable ring element rotatable about a central link axis and clippable to the 
coimector ring of the stake; a tether line as described above; and a netted bag and ball net 
mechanism that, together with the rotatable ring allows a 360° movement range to simulate soccer 
play. 

GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL 

Claims 7-11 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), as being unpatentable over US Patent 
4,147,353 to Moore (the 353 patent) in view of US Patent 4,720,095 to Sowards (the '095 
patent) and US Patent 5,957,789 to Ainscough, et al. (the '789 patent.) 

ARGUMENT 

The issues on this appeal relate to the applicability of obviousness on standards of the 
patent law. The arguments presented below apply equally to independent claims 7 and 11, and 
dependent claims 8-10, as a group of claims. 

A. Objective Evidence of Secondary Considerations Rebut any Prima Facie Case of 
Obviousness of the Claimed Invention over the Cited Art 

The Final Office Action (mailed 22 September 2004), rejects independent claims 7 and 1 1 
and dependent claims 8-10 as obvious over the '353 patent in view of the '095 patent and the 
'789 patent. Even assuming, arguendo (by no means conceded and argued below), that a prima 



5 



Express Mail No. EV022367635US 
Appeal Brief for Appl. Ser. No. 09/493,871 
Atty. Docket No.: 1 1714-P02 

facie case for obviousness has been stated, Appellants contend that the objective evidence that 
has been submitted to rebut the Examiner's assertion of prima facie obviousness of claims 7 and 
1 1 has not been afforded sufficient weight and overcomes any such asertion. 

Objective evidence of nonobviousness includes commercial success, long felt but 
unresolved need, the failure of others to invent, see Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 17- 
19 (1966), and licenses showing industry respect for the invention, seeArkie Lures, Inc. v. Gene 
Larew Tackle, Inc., 119 F.3d 953, 43 USPQ2d 1294 (Fed. Cir. 1997), among other factors. 
Appellants have submitted evidence of commercial success and endorsement by an independent, 
national soccer organization of a commercial embodiment of the claimed invention, as well as the 
failure of others to achieve an effective rebounding soccer trainer. 

L The Claimed Invention has Achieved Commercial Success in the Market 

Appellants have presented evidence of commercial success of a rebounding soccer trainer 
embodiment (the Soccer Edge® trainer) of the claimed invention. Year-after-year sales growth 
evidencing adoption of the trainer by end users and retail outlets as a preferred soccer trainer has 
been provided in the form of Rule 132 declarations executed by one of the Appellants as follows: 

(a) a 05 June 2002 declaration (Exhibit 1, pages 19-23) describing an initial order of 100 
and a reorder of 1000 Soccer Edge™ units by the Sports Authority™ sporting goods store, and 
sales of 1380 units to another sporting goods store, including two reorders; 

(b) a 14 October 2003 declaration (Exhibit 2, pages 24-36) describing, and reflecting in 
appendices thereto, growth in sales to over 10,000 units sold to eight customers as of September 
2003, including numerous reorders; 

(c) a 15 June 2004 declaration (Exhibit 3, pages 37-63) describing, and reflecting in 
appendices thereto, growth in sales to over 25,000 units, and placement of the device in over 800 
stores, with more sales in the first five months of 2004 than all of 2003; 

(d) a 22 February 2005 declaration (Exhibit 4, pages 64-67) describing growth of sales to 
over 36,000 units, and placement of the device in over 1,000 stores, including multiple re- 
stocking orders. 
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These data demonstrate year-after-year sales growth which can only be attributable to 
superior performance of the invention as a result of the features recited in independent claims 7 
and 11, as the limitations fully describe the commercial embodiment of the invention. The 
declarations describe how, in the same time period, a number of competing soccer trainers, such 
as the Star Kick™, SoccerPal®, PenaltyMaster® (which uses a croquet-type wicket and a 
straight peg as anchoring means, as shown in Exhibit 2, page 36), Soccix™ (which uses two 
croquet-type wickets, as shown in Exhibit 3, page 60), Brine Skilbnaster™, and Kwik Kick'^'^, 
and Iso-Trainer™, have been introduced into the market with no measurable diminution of 
Appellants* sales. None of the competing products have the full combination of features as 
recited in any of claims 7-1 1 herein. In fact, the Kwik Kick Speed Ball™ trainer had been selling 
at The Sports Authority™ sporting goods retail chain until the Appellants' Soccer Edge® 
training device was introduced to the market. The Kwik Kick is no longer for sale at The Sports 
Authority, while the Appellants' trainer has been rolled out to all of their stores. A commercial 
embodiment of the 789 patent was offered for sale through TV home shopping channels but was 
not a durable product, and has little, if any, market presence today. 

The declarations further discuss how the commercial success can only be attributed to 
merit of the product as apprised by sophisticated retail customers, how the Appellants* 
company cannot afford significant marketing/advertising and has no sales employees, how they 
have no leverage of other products to use to gain shelf space in the retailers' stores, and how the 
sales that occiured at the retail level were without any prompting of end users by the Appellants. 

2. The Claimed Invention has been Accepted by Knowledgeable Parties in the Field 

The Appellants have also submitted objective evidence, through the Rule 132 declaration 
of 14 October 2003 (Exhibit 2), that they have received positive feedback from soccer coaches, 
and that the commercial product embodiment of the claimed invention is the Official Licensed 
Bungee Soccer Trainer of the U.S. Soccer Federation, the governing body of organized soccer in 
the United States. 
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3. Others Have Failed to Invent a Solution Pointing to the Present Invention 

The Appellants have also submitted objective evidence of the failure of others in the field. 
The art as a whole fails to recognize the presently claimed solution for strongly securing in a 
minimally-interfering way a retrieval-type soccer kick practicing device that provides realistic 
ball motion (i.e., hft and roll) and true 360^* range of kicking ability. This failure is evidenced by 
competitor products. Submitted in the 14 October 2003 declaration (Exhibit 2) were copies of 
pages of the Sept.-Oct. 2003 Eurosport™ soccer equipment catalog reflecting currently marketed 
soccer kick practicing equipment. One of the non-rebounder devices shown is the 
Penaltymaster™. The Directions for Use of the Penaltymaster™ (provided as Appendix C to 
the declaration) reflects the recognition on the behalf of its developers that straight pegs may be 
dislodged from the ground upon a kick, yet does not propose the combination of elements recited 
in Appellants' claims 7 and 1 1 . 

Yet further evidence of the nonobviousness of the present invention is found in the 1989 
Recall Announcement from the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission related to a Franklin 
Sports™ soccer trainer that employed a soccer ball net connected to an elastic string with a 10.5" 
straight metal ground spike to anchor the product, a copy of which was included in Appendix C 
of the declaration (Exhibit 2, page 63). Appellants contend that if the spiraled design is as 
obvious as asserted in the Final Office Action, the risk of injury presented by the Franklin 
product would have been anticipated and prevented in the product's designing, or in the recall 
actions undertaken {i.e.. Franklin retrieved its sttaight stakes rather than replace them with 
spiraled ones.) 

4. Claims 7-11, as Demonstrated by Objective Evidence, as Nonobvious 

The rationale for giving weight to 'secondary considerations' is that they provide objective 
evidence of how a device is viewed in the marketplace, by those directly interested in the 
product, see Demaco Corp. v. F. Von Langsdorff Licensing Ltd., 851 F.2d 1387, 7 USPQ2d 
1222 (Fed. Cir. 1988), cert, denied, 488 U.S. 956 (1988.) Appellants respectfiiUy contend that 
they have offered sufficient objective evidence such that, under a Graham analysis, any assertion 
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of prima facie obviousness has been clearly rebutted. Thus, Appellants maintain that claims 7 
and 11, as well as claims 8-10 that depend from claim 7, are nonobvious. 

B. There is a Lack of Motivation, Suggestion or Teaching in the References or in the 
Knowledge Generally Available To One of Ordinary Skill In The Art, To Combine the 
References to Achieve the Presently Claimed Trainer Invention 

1. There is no motivation in the references themselves for such a combination. 

(a) As the Final Office Action (mailed September 22, 2004) states on page 2, regarding 
independent claims 7 and 1 1, the '353 patent teaches a tie-down stake (tent stake 1) having a 
(non-spiraled) lower portion and a circular-shaped upper portion, a S-shaped metal hook (not a 
ring) on the upper portion, a means comprising sewn straps for securing a soccer ball tied to a 
tether line, wherein the tether line has one section which is elastic and another section that is 
inelastic, and a means for enabling the tether line to rotate about its own axis (brass swivel 3.) 
The '353 patent fails to teach, however, the use of various types of stakes including spiraled 
stakes, the use of a net as the means for securing the ball, or providing a removable swivel means. 

While stakes having spiraled lower portions and rebounding type soccer trainers are 
known in the art, the fact that all elements of the Appellants' invention are individually known in 
the art is not sufficient to establish a prima facie case of obviousness without some objective 
reason to combine the teachings of the references. Ex parte Levengood, 28 USPQ2d 1300 (Bd. / 
Pat. App. & Inter. 1993); In re Kotzab, 111 F.3d 1365, 1371, 55 USPQ2d 1313, 1318 (Fed. Cir. 
2000). There must be some suggestion or motivation, either in the references themselves or in the 
knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art, to modify or combine reference 
teachings. See7?w/2 v. A.B. Chance Co. , 357 F.3d 1270, 1276, 69 USPQ2d 1686, 1690 (Fed. Cir. 
2004). 

Appellants respectfully contend that there is no teaching in the '353 patent or in the '095 
patent that expresses the desirability of modifying the apparatus of the '353 patent by using a 
net as a holding means, a elastic-inelastic tether Une, and a spiraled-type stake such as taught by 
the '095 patent, and that only through impermissible hindsight can such a combination be made. 
The '095 patent discloses a mounting means that allows the target {i.e., soccer ball) "to move but 
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retaining the target in substantially its original position where it can be repeatedly kicked." 
(Abstract) The '095 system limits the ball motion to rocking about ring 1 18 in a circular arc 
movement (Figure 10) or spring 42 twisting (Figure 1). There is no significant range of motion 
and no opportunity in the '095 apparatus (or in the '789 system, for that matter) to simulate a 
true soccer pass or kick on goal and see a reahstic motion of the ball. Fxorthermore, the *095 
patent describes as inferior and teaches away from (at column 1, lines 13-24) the use of 
rebounding trainers such as the '353 apparatus (and the presently claimed invention), stating that 
the long cords of such trainers pose a hazard and that the slow return time does not allow a user 
to develop the quickness and coordination crucial to playing soccer. It is improper to combine 
references where the references teach away from their combination. In re Grasselli ,713 F.2d 
731, 743, 218 USPQ 769, 779 (Fed. Cir. 1983.) 

(b) The Appellants respectfully challenge a number of the assertions made in the Final 
Office Action. The Final Office Action combines the teachings of the '353 patent with those of 
the 789 patent of a removable swivel-eye bolt, the asserted motivation being in order to provide 
an efficient connection and for allowing the ball to freely rotate 360 degrees without the cord 
winding upon itself Further, the Action also asserts, in the Response to Arguments section on 
page 4, that the '353 apparatus provides "a strong ground-connection" and that the '789 
apparatus provides a realistic ball motion and true 360 degree range of kicking with minimal 
interference. 

Appellants indicate that the post extending upward from groimd in the '789 system 
interferes with a 360 degree range of kicking, and that the user would like to kick the ball straight 
ahead of herself up and over the post but is prevented from doing so. The rubber arm extending 
out from the top of the post to the tether does not allow the user to kick 360 degrees over the 
post and attempting to do so will only cause the ball to spin 360 degrees around the post, which 
is not a true representation of play. 

With respect to the Examiner's assertion that the '353 apparatus provides a strong ground 
connection, the Appellants point to the Franklin soccer trainer recall discussed above, which 
involved a trainer employing tent stakes that was deemed hazardous because the tent type stakes 
were dislodging from the ground, contradicting with objective evidence the Examiner's assertion. 
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Additionally, the 789 patent fails to supply the motivation to combine the cited 
references. The apparatus disclosed in the 789 patent is also not a rebounding type soccer 
trainer, and no anchoring means is described at all; the pole to which the tether is attached is 
disclosed only as a rigid support with no apparent anchor. The 789 patent also teaches away 
from the use of a tether line having an elastic portion (see col. 1, 11. 30-42) as in the presently 
claimed invention, stating 

"By the term 'substantially inelastic' in describing the cord [sic] is meant that the fibers or 
strands forming the cord experience very little stretching or expansion other than a tensile 
or compression force which tightens or loosens the fit between adjacent fiver or strands. 
This cord is in contrast to a bungee cord which stretches substantially under a tensile 
force." 

A pole 46 or 66 is provided in all of the '789 patent embodiments of Figures 1-6 and related text 
and the connection to the tether is located near the top of the pole rather than at ground level. 
The pole 46 or 66 interferes with ball movement and such interference and an inelastic tether 
limits realistic simulation of soccer play. The inelastic string rotates around the pole and may get 
wound up, there, contrary to the assertion made in the Action. 

2. There is no motivation in the knowledge generally available to one or ordinary skill in the 
arty or in the nature of the problem to be solved, for such a combination. 

Motivation to combine prior art references may exist in the nature of the problem to be 
solved (Ruiz at 1276, 69 USPQ2d at 1690) or the knowledge of one of ordinary skill in the art 
{National Steel Car V. Canadian Pacific Railway Ltd .,357 F 3d 1319, 1338, 69USPQ2d 1641, 
1656 (Fed. Cir. 2004)). 

The Examiner asserts, on page 3 of the Final Office Action, that such motivation exists in 
the fact that "it would secure the tethered-ball assembly more securely to the ground." The 
assertion presupposes that one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the 
undesired dislodging of tent-stake type anchoring means for rebounding-type soccer trainers was 
a problem to be solved. This supposition is beUed by: (a) the distinct principles of operation 
between the apparatus of the '353 and '095 patents that lead to distinct securing requirements; 
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and (b) evidence previously submitted (and discussed above) of the failure, prior to the filing of 
the present application, of other rebounding-type soccer training device manufacturers to employ 
spiraled stakes, which consequentially led to market recalls of such training devices that utilized 
tent stakes. 

The '353 patent discloses a rebounding type soccer trainer having only tent stake type 
anchoring means (Figure 10), not recognizing that kicks from stronger soccer players would need 
a more secure anchoring means. The apparatus of the *095 patent, in contrast, operates on the 
principle of keeping the soccer ball's position relatively static (it does not have a tether cord.) 
(see the Abstract of the '095 patent.) Thus, the apparatus of the '095 patent understandably 
needs a more secure stake, because the energy delivered by the user's kick is directly and 
immediately absorbed by the anchoring means and the S-ring connecting the ball to the anchoring 
means. This is in contrast to the operation of rebounding trainers, such as disclosed in the '353 
patent (and in Appellant's application), wherein the energy of a user's kick is first converted into 
the kinetic and anti-gravitational energy required to launch the ball, and then into potential energy 
stored in the stretched elastic portion of the tether cord and mechanical energy pulling on the 
spiraled stake. 

Rebounding type soccer trainers provide a much closer approximation of normal game 
play than the systems of either of the '095 or '789 patents. The present invention allows 
repetitive kicking in a variety of angles and trajectories from any position around the anchor on 
the fly. The player can move around to kick the ball, which cannot be done with the '095 or '789 
devices. Most importantly, with the present invention a player can kick the ball straight ahead 
in front of herself and see if the ball goes in the direction intended. One troublesome skill for 
young players to leam is "lifting" the ball upward when they kick it. This is impossible with the 
•095 device. With the '789 device, the player cannot see where the ball travels and the swiveling 
arm constrains the ball's rising, which is the opposite of what the young player wants to 
practice. The '095 and '789 devices do not permit the visual feedback young players need. They 
need to see if their kicking practice is producing the desired results. By using an elastic tether the 
present invention allows the player to see the results of the kick in terms of velocity, trajectory, 
height and direction. These results are impossible to judge with the '095 and '789 devices and 
they are of central, crucial importance to a training device. 

12 
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Thus, Appellants respectfully contend that, prior to Appellant's invention, the 
unintended dislodging of anchoring stakes from the groxmd in rebounding-type soccer trainers had 
not been recognized as a problem to be solved by persons of ordinary skill in the art. Further, 
Appellants contend that the relatively low level of sophistication of the technology favors a 
finding of a lower level of skill of ordinary persons in the field which, in turn, favors Appellant's 
position of nonobviousness. 

Stated again, to establish obviousness based on a combination of the elements disclosed in 
the prior art, there must be some motivation, suggestion or teaching of the desirability to combine 
the elements in the specific manner in which the elements are claimed by the applicant. Kotzab, at 
1370; In re Dance, 160 F.3d at 1343; In re Gordon, 733 F.2d at 902. The motivation to combine 
may come expHcitly from the references themselves, from the knowledge of one of ordinary skill 
in the art, or, in some cases the problem being solved. In re Dembiczak, 175 F.3d 994, 999, 50 
USPQ2d 1614, 1616 (Fed. Cir. 1999). As shown above, the references themselves, the 
knowledge of one of ordinary skill in the art, or, the problem being solved does not provide the 
motivation to combine the teachings of the '353 patent disclosing a reboimding apparatus with 
the teachings of the '095 and '789 patents disclosing non-reboimding systems. The principles of 
operation of the systems differ in ways that are important to novel aspects of the presently 
claimed invention, the strong ground-adhering quality and the provision of a full range of ball kick 
motion. The references themselves do not provide the motivation for such a combination, nor do 
the low level of knowledge of one of ordinary skill in the art or the problem being solved. 

Thus, independent claims 7 and 1 1 are nonobvious in light of the cited art. Claims 8-10 
depend from independent claim 7. If an independent claim is nonobvious, claims that depend 
from the independent claim are also nonobvious. In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 1071; 5 USPQ2d 
1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988). 

CONCLUSION 

It is clear from the information presented above, including the Rule 132 Declarations, that 
a prima facie case of obviousness of claims 7-1 1 has either not been established, or if one has 
been established, it has been rebutted, as the analysis under Graham shows, by the objective 
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evidence, previously submitted by the Appellants of commercial success, adoption by persons 
knowledgeable in the field, and by the failure of others to invent a solution as provided by the 
claimed invention to the problem of providing effective rebounding soccer trainers. Thus, the 
rejections of claims 7-1 1 under 35 U.S.C. §103 are negated. 

In summary. Appellants respectfully submit that claims 7-1 1 are clearly patentable for 
the aforesaid reasons and thus request this Honorable Board to reverse the decision of the 
Examiner. 

In accordance with Section 714.01 of the M.P.E.P., the following information is presented 
in the event that a call may be deemed desirable by the Examiner upon consideration of this 
Appellants' Brief: 



JERRY COHEN 



(617) 854-4000 



Dated: May 23, 2005 



Respectfully submitted, 
CHRISTOPHER EVANS, et al. 




Regi^No. 20,522 
Attorney for Appellants 
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Claims Appendix 



1-6. (canceled) 

7. (previously presented) An apparatus for holding a soccer ball, comprising: 

a) a tie down stake having 

i) a spiraled lower portion to be inserted into the ground; and 

ii) a circular-shaped upper portion; 

b) a ring mounted loosely on said circular-shaped upper portion, said ring able to 

travel along a substantial portion of said circular-shaped upper portion, 
said ring to hold a tether to said tie down stake; 

c) a handle under said circular-shaped upper portion; 

d) a tether line which has one section which is elastic and another section which is 

non-elastic; and 

e) means for securing the soccer ball in a minimally interfering way with kicking, 

the securing means comprising a net for holding the ball tied to the inelastic 
section of the tether line, the tether line being tied at its ends to, and 
extending between, the ring and said means for securing; and 

f) means for enabling the tether line to rotate about its own axis, comprising a 

removable swivel connection between the ring and the tether line. 

8. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 7 wherein the handle projects from the 
stake and is constructed and arranged for seating at ground level when the spiraled lower 
portion of the stake is fully inserted into the ground. 

9. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 7 wherein the removable swivel eye 
connection comprises a swivel eye bolt with a longitudinal axis, bookable to and 
removable from said ring and fixed to an end of the tether line and rotatable about its own 
axis. 

10. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 7 wherein one portion of the tether line 
is elastic and the other inelastic the latter being connected to the securing means and the 

1 



former to said swivel connection. 

1 L (previously presented) In a soccer ball tether system with an elastic line for tethering a 
soccer ball to be kicked to an extent allowable by the extended line and returned to an 
original kicking point, the improvement comprising: 

a tie down stake with a spiral shank portion joined to a circular top ring portion 
with a handle located at the junction of said portions and projecting 
orthogonally to the stake and tied thereto and being constructed to enable 
functioning as a handle for tuming the stake to screw the spiral portion 
into the ground with the handle flat on the ground after full entry of the 
spiral portion into the ground with the handle projecting, and the ring 
portions projecting above the ground, 

a clip link with an operable ring element for clipping and unclipping to the ring 

portion of the tie down stake, with free motion of the ring element to move 
around the ring portion, the clip link or having a further ring portion to 
which the end of the tether line can be reversed, the far end of the tether 
line having a net bag portion secured thereto via a drawstring, the bag being 
sized for holding a soccer ball, the said further ring portion being rotatable 
about a central link axis, 

the thus improved apparatus having a fiiU range of movement through the air and 
free open and roll for the soccer ball in the net simulating soccer play, due 
to the 360° movement range of the complex ring element/tum portion, 360° 
range of the further ring portion and the drawstring extension between 
tether line and net bag contained ball. 



2 
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S?^?^ METHOD FOR SOCCER TRAINING AND TOACnCE 
RULE 132 DECLARATION 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicants: Christopher Evans, et al. Exam. M. Aryanpour 

Serial No. 09/493,871 Group Art Unit: 37 11 

Filed: January 28, 2000 

For: APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR SOCCER TRAINING AND PRACTICE 

RULE 132 DECLARATION 

The undersigned declarant, a co-inventor/co-applicant in the above identified application 

states: 

1. I have reviewed the above application and its parent as filed and amended 
including the proposed claims before the Examiner and all record references and 
PTO actions and state the following regarding the invention of the present 
application in relation to prior art. 

2. The present invention as described and claimed comprises a soccer ball practice 
apparatus made as a combination of a tether line including an elastic section, a net 
container/securement for a soccer ball, a ground insertable/removable anchor unit 
as a spiral with an upper section and a handle which is turned for insertion of the 
spiral portion to enter the ground and to leave only an upper circular portion 
exposed, the tether line tied between the anchor means and the net, by a ring that 
rides on the circular portion of the anchor upper circle portion, a shackle 
interconnect or the like from the elastic portion of the tether line (and a swivel) to 
the ring to enable rotation of the tether line about its own axis. The kicked ball 
returns to the kicker, rolling back without material interference from the 
apparatus. 
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3. 



My co-inventor and I are familiar with soccer play and practice and the full range 



of commercially available training choices on the market, presently or in the past. 
The presently recited invention provides a much closer approximation of normal 
game play than the systems of the cited art, while minimizing the possibility that 
a user's kick will dislodge the soccer ball from of training equipment. The present 
invention allows repetitive kicking in a variety of angles and trajectories from any 
position around the anchor on the fly. The player can move around to kick the 
ball, which cannot be done with the Sowards or Ainscough et al. devices. Most 
importantly, with the present invention a player can kick the ball straight ahead 
in front of herself and see if the ball goes in the direction intended. One 
troublesome skill for young players to leam is "lifting" the ball upward when 
they kick it. This is impossible with the Sowards device. With the Ainscough et 
al. device, the player cannot see where the ball travels and the swiveling arm 
constrains the ball's rising, which is the opposite of what the young player wants 
to practice. With the Moore device, a kicker may unintentionally pull the tent 
stake from the ground with her kick, the partial webbing/elastic band ball holding 
mechanism will not provide true ball motion, and its additional weight will further 
inhibit the ability to get "lift" under the ball. 

4. My co-inventor and I have had positive feedback from soccer coaches and in the 
market place as described below and in my previously-filed declaration. We are 
the Official Licensed Bungee Soccer Trainer of the U.S. Soccer Federation, the 
governing body of organized soccer in the United States, 

5. We have previously provided information regarding the commercial success of our 
Soccer Edge® device in comparison to commercial embodiments of the Sowards 
and Ainscough, et al, inventions. Supplementing the previously-filed commercial 
success data is, appearing as Appendix A hereto, a Sales Analysis for the Soccer 
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Christopher Evans, et al. 

Edge® device, reflecting over 10,000 units sold to eight customers as of 
September 2003. This list includes re-orders from customers, one of which has 
re-ordered units from us for three years. This further evidences the distinct 
contribution the described and presently claimed invention makes to the art. 



The commercial success can only be attributed to merit of the product as 
apprised by these sophisticated retail customers. Our company cannot afford 
significant marketing/advertising. We have no sales employees. We have no 
leverage of other products to use to gain shelf space. The sales that occurred at 
the retail level were without any prompting of end users by us. We have had 
only 20 returns and no complaints at the end user level. (These situations if 
occurring would be likely come to our attention via the retail chains). 

Provided as Appendix B hereto are copies of pages of the Sept.-Oct. 2003 
Eurosport™ soccer equipment catalog reflecting currently marketed soccer kick 
practicing equipment. One of the non-rebounder devices shown is the 
Penaltymaster™. The Directions for Use of the Penaltymaster™ (provided as 
Appendix C hereto) reflects the recognition on the behalf of its developers that 
straight pegs may be dislodged from the ground upon a kick. This also further 
evidences the fact that the described and presently claimed invention provides an 
unobvious solution (z.e,, the use of a spiraled tie down stake) to a problem still 
not recognized by some soccer trainer equipment artisans. 



The art as a whole fails to recognize the need for strongly securing in a minimally- 
interfering way a retrieval-type soccer kick practicing device that provides 
realistic ball motion (i.e., lift and roll) and true 360' range of kicking ability. Each 
of the applied references fails individually and in the aggregate to do so. I 
incorporate my discussion of the Ainscough, et al., and Sowards references' 
failure to teach or suggest the presently claimed invention, made in my previous 
declaration and responses. The Moore reference depicts and describes only a 
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"suitable anchor" consisting ofa teat stake, and a ball holder mechanism 

comprised of four onhogonally airaigcd pieces of webbing and an elasac band 

securing them to the baJL The former will not provide the sufficient securing 

force to accormnodate stronger kickers, and the larcer will not provide trms soccer 

ball morion, as the presently claimed invention provides. 

9. 1 have tested and observed, that using the present mvcntion with ©Jasxic cord ^ 
player can rffect a great variety of fast renirns of different angles that are 
anything hux "fixed." The preseai Snvenijon also provides truer ball mouon, 
absolmejy ivscessary for young players developing th^ir kicking afciUs. 

I hereby declare that aU statements made herein of my own knowkdge ait tnie and that 
aU statemecis made on infannation and belief arc believed xo be tme; and fiirthex that these 
statemems were made widi the knowledge that willful folsc statements and the like so made are 
pimishable by fine or imprisonznenr or both under Section 1 00 1 of Title 1 S of ie United State 
Code and thai such willfU false statements may jeopardise the validity of th^ application or any 
patent issued hereon. 



Reapecrftilly submmed. 



Dated: October 14, 2003 
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Kickback Rebounding Goals 

Great for training alone or working on your accuracy, the Kickback goal returns the ball to vou 
after every shot. An adjustable rebounding action allows you to control the speed at which the 
ball comes off the net and the patented staking system keeps the goal in place. Constructed 
with a galvanized steel frame that is easy to assemble and disassemble. 
Starter Rebounding Goat Soled Rebounding Goal 
Size: 7' x 15' 
#KB7X15 $289.99 
Coat Club $2B0,99 
Free with 870 Goal Club pts 
Shipping $30 each (UPS Gmund} 



Size: 5.5' x 9 
#KB5X9 $224.99 

Goal Club $202.49 
Free mtb €7S Goal Club pts 

Shipping $20 each (UPS Ground) 



Club Rebounding Goal 

Size: 7' X 16' 
#KB7X16 $365.99 
Goal Club $329.39 
Free with 1098 Goal Club pts 

Shipping $30 each (UPS Ground) 



Goal Sporting Goods Small Sided Steel Goals witit Ground Bar 

Now with ground bar for added stability! Designed for backyards, youth leagues and skills 
shooting for all ages. These goals are constructed of durable 13/8" galvanized steel tubing. 
Locking push buttons allow for quick and easy assembly /disassembly. Includes frame, net. 
anchors and tie wraps. 



Size: 6' X 18' 
#GB€X18 $299.99 
Coal Club $269.99 
Free with 500 Goal Club pts 

Shipping $40 each (UPS Ground) 



Size: 6' X 12* 
#GB8X12 $269.99 
Goal Club $242.99 
Free with 810 Goal Club pis 



Size: 6' x 8' 
#GB6X8 $229.99 
Goal Club $206.99 
Free with $90 Goal Club pis 



Shipping $30 each (UPS Ground) Shipping J25 eacrt (UPS Ground) 



Speed/Aglilty Ladder footwork Drills Training BookS & VldeOS 

byVern Gambetta & Steve Myrland 

Improve your ability to make QUICK. FAST cuts! This video demonstrates foot- 
work drills to be used in conjunction with a speed ladder. They are designed to 
improve quickness, speed, body control and awareness. Great for use either 
on the fieid or in the gym. Includes basic series, proprioceptive combinations, 
change of direction footwork drills, and much more. 
(25 min.) 

#523337 $29.99 Goal Club $26.99 
Free with 90 Goal Club pts 




Soccer Speed: The 33 System 
■nOBB^HH Vern Gambetta. former conditioning 
Soccer coach for the Tampa Bay Mutiny and 
Speed 1398 U.S. Men's World Cup team, goes 
' ' over a series of speed drills engineered 

to develop the following: straight ahead 
speed, first step quickness, acceleration 
mechanics, lateral speed and agility, reac- 
tion, footwork, change of direction and 
speed with the ball. (32 min.) 
#8773 $39.99 Goal Club $35.99 
Free with 120 Goal Club pts 

Conditioning f or Soccer 

by Dr. Raymond Verheljen 

This complete guide to developing every 
aspect of conditioning for soccer players 
features chapters by Europe's top soccer 
conditioning specialists. Gives information 
on strength training, speed training, 
endurance training, and conditioning. 
365 pages. 

#1851 $19.99 Goat Club $17.99 
Free with 60 Goal Club pts 





Soccer Speed System 

by Vern Gambetta 

An integrated approach to speed 
improvement for soccer. You will 
learn a step-by-step progressive 
drill system and workouts that 
improve running mechanics, first 
step quickness, agility, balance 
and coordination. 
68 pages. 
#77333 $19.99 Goal Club 
$17.99 
Free with 60 Goal Club pts 



Our books and videos 
can help you with your 
agility training! 




Goal Sporting Goods Interactive RetH>undlng Goals 

This rebound goal returns the ball to you after every shot. Folds flat for storage and trans- 
portability. Constructed of 1 3/8" galvanized steel tubing and includes frame, rebounding 
net, anchors, and net attachments. 



Size: 4 x6' 

#GSR4X6 $149.99 Goal Club $134.99 
Free with 450 Goal Club pts 

Shipping $25 each (OPS Ground) 



Size: 6' x 8' 

#GSR6X8 $189.99 Coal Club $170.99 
Free with 570 Goal Club pts 

Shipping $30 each (UPS Ground) 



ALL VIDEOS ARi IN NTSC (NOffTH AMBPICAN) FORMAT. 

DVDs ARE uNiveifSAL. VioEOs/DVDs are not 

RETURNABLE If OPENED UNLESS THEY ARB DEFECTIVE. 
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Tools for Training 






Obstacle Course Markers 

■ Use this set of flags to set up an obstacle 
course, run drills or enhance training. 60" 
tall, flexible 0.5" flexible PVC tube uprights 
with springs attached to steel base. Red 
nylon flags. Easily driven into ground. 
Set of four. 
#26763 $59.99 
Goal Club $53.99 



Agility Hurdle 

Step, jump, or run over it; makes a great 
training device. Use to improve speed, 
strength, power and agility. Can teach 
quick take off and landing. Use more 
than one to set up an obstacle course. 
Portable and light, constructed of high 
impact PVC. Sold individually. 12" x 18" 
#2262 $9.99 
Goal Club $8.99 3forS7.99ea. 



Agility ladder 

Teaches players important 
movement fundamentals of 
agility, balance and coordina- 
tion. Constructed of nylon with 
hard plastic rungs every 18". 
18" X 10 yards. ' 
#5233 $39.99 
Goal Club $35.99 
Free with 120 Goaf Club pts 



Kwlk Goal Speed Rings 

Create your own obstacle/ 
training course with this 12 
ring set. Four of each of blue, 
red and yellow, 16" diameier 

PVC rings. 
Color: Red. Yellow. Royal 
#1681601 $19.99 
Goal Club $17,99 
Free with 60 Goat Club pts 





Starkiek 

StarKick strengthens kicking, shooting, trapping, 
passing and throw-in skills. Improves reaction time 
and coorcJination in both feet. Kicks over 18 feet! 
Elastic cord gives natural, realistic action. Neoprene 
gicve takes even the most aggressive piay. Fits 
securely on tjalls sized 3-5. Velcro® waistband fits 
all piavers. Ball not included. 
#782754 $14.99 Goal dub $13.49 
FfB« with iS Qoal Ctub pis 



I 

Kwlk Qoal Over The Net Soccer 

Designed for Ivl and 2v2 games, this product is 
great for improving touch and foot/ eye coordination. 
Perfect for camp, practice and tournament usage. 
Includes net, PVC support poles, size 5 ball, four 
boundary cones, guy ropes and anchoring pegs. 
Size: 2 '4- x 10' 

#163 $105.99 Goal Club $35.39 
free with 31$ Goii Club fits 

Shipptni $8 each (UPS Ground) 



J 



Pugg Goals 

Safety, instant readiness, and years of field-proven durability make these PUGG 
goals a great value for small-sided training or backyard fun. Includes nylon 
carrying case and folds flat to about 1" thick. Anchoring pegs are attached. 
Pugg Micro Goal Pugg Pop-Up Goat 

Size: 2.5' x 4' Weight: 5 lbs. Size: 3.5' x 6' Weight; 7 lbs. 

#7843 S79.99 per pair #7844 $119.99 per pair 

Goal Club S71.99 per pair Goal Club $107.99 per pair 

Frte with 240 Soal Ctub pts free mth 360 Goal Clab pts 

Shipping 5 i 8 pair (UPS Ground) Shipping S 1 8 pair (UPS Ground) 




Garage Sports Net 

Turn your driveway and garage into your practice area! This 
easy to install net covers the opening of your garage and 
turns it into a practice goal. Play in your garage during 
inclement weather. Rebound action allows ball to roll back 
for quick action play. Net can also be used between trees, 
carport and posts, 
sue: 11' X 9* 

#476 S39.99 Goal Ctub $35. 99 Free with 120 Goat Cfub pts 




Set of Two Minl^oata 

This pair of goals is constructed of 0.7 mm gauge. 7/8' 
diameter steel with white ABS connectors. Includes one 
knotiess TEP net. eight "No-Slip" foam skids and eight J 
stakes. Perfect for small-sided training. 
Size: 2' x 1.5' x 1' 

#66406 $39.99 per pair Goal Club $35.99 per pair 
Free with 120 Goal Clab pts Shipping $ 1 2 pair (UPS Ground) 



Penattymaster 

Practice by yourself without having to chase the 
ball every time. Use any size 4 or 5 ball. Includes 
elasticized cord, anchor and safety pegs, and 
durable ball net. Ball not included. 
#98666 $14.99 Goal Club $13,49 
Free wHh 45 Goal Club pts 




Brine Goal 

A great high school practice goal! Constructed of aluminized steel. Includes 2. 
PE twisted orange 5.5* mesh pocket net and quick fasteners with lacing cord. 
Size; 6* x 12" x 0* x 6' 
Weight: 50 lbs. 

#660 $159,99 Goal Ctub $143.99 Free with 480 Goal Club pts 
Shipping 530 each (VPS Ground) 



5mm HD 




□L 



Folding/Telescoping Plastic Goal 

Portable and adjustable, this revolutionary goal is perfect for small sided games with no 
keeper or practices and backyard play. Designed to give flexibility m transport, use and 
storage by folding up flat in just seconds. Different sizes allow it to grow with player's skill 
and age. Includes net, rods, fittings, and Velcro© net attachments. 
Size: Adjustable from 3' x 4' to 4.5" x 6". with seven sizes in between. Weight: 20 lbs. 
#8515 $129.99 Goal Club $116.99 
Free wHh 390 Goat Club pts 
Shipping S20 each (UPS Ground) 



Fast Goal 

Use it in the park, on the beach, in 
the backyard. anyw,here you want 
to play a game, Sets up quickly 
and easily and is lightweight with a 
sturdy and durable design. Includes 
a compact carrier bag. 
Size: 3.3 x 6.5' 
#3278 $34.99 each 
Goal Club $31.49 
Free with 105 Goat Ctub pts 
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Kwik Goal The Finisher 

This frameless 5' x 10' rebounded offers the utmost in 
portability and rebound speed. Great for improving 
finishing and shot accuracy. Includes net. PVC support 
poles, guy ropes and anchoring pegs. 
#164 $109.99 Goal Ctub $33.99 Free with 330 Goal Club pth 
Shipping S3 each (UPS Ground) 
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SAFETY POINTS: 

To facilitate inserting pegs into the grounVtfie sides of the pegs are different lengths. 

1. Both the anchor peg and safety peg MUST be used . 

2. Both pegs should be placed firmly into an established lawn so they protrude just 
above the surface. 

3. The rubber loop has been specifically designed to ensure that in the unlikely 
event of the anchor peg coming out of the ground, it will immediately become 
detached from the anchor peg. The rubber loop itself will then be stopped by 
the safety peg. 

4. Adult supervision is recommended. 

5. Do not over extend the cord. 

6. Do not attempt to head Penaltymaster. 

7. Do not use if another person or pet is in range. 



GUARANTEE 

All parts of Penaltymaster are covered by a full 12-month warranty against any 
defect in materials or workmanship, provided instructions for use have been 
complied with and the product has not been misused. 



TURNSTILE LTD. 
30 Belgrave Gate, Leicester LE1 3GP, England. 
Tel: 0116 251 3018 Fax: 0116 251 5684 
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Soccer Th'aining At Its Best 



IMPORTANT: 

GAME MUST BE SET-UP BY A RESPONSIBLE PERSON 
FOLLOWING THESE INSTRUCTIONS 

(PLEASE NOTE THE WARNING ON BACK PAGE) 



SET UP INSTRUCTIONS 



mitymaster should be used on grass. Area requirg^30 metres /32.8 yards. Do not use on sandy soil c 
'ich sand. Adult supervision is recommended for^^ren under 7 years. 

"How TO SET UP (SEE DIAGRAM A) 

1. Fit rubber loop over anchor peg in the appropriate bend. (SEE DIAGRAM B) 

2. Insert the anchor peg securely into the ground. Then secure the cord with the safety peg abot 
1 .2 metres /4'FT away towards the target. Let the cord double back and then place the ball on the spc 
where you intend to pass or shoot from, 

3. Both the anchor peg and safety peg MUST be used. 

HOW ro PLACE ANY SIZE 4 OR 5 BALL INTO THE NET (SEE DIAGRAM C) 

Simply feed the cord through the leather disc and fully open the net and insert the ball. Feed the cord baci 
through the leather disc enclosing the ball inside the net. Your Penaltymaster is now ready for use. If tht 
cord develops a knot during play, simply untie it Immediately and continue. 

A CORRECT SET UP FOR PENALTY 




USE SIMILAR SET UP FOR CORNERS, GOAL KICKS 
AND FREE KICKS. 



Cord 



Ball in Net 
on Penalty 
Spot 



Anchor Peg 
8M/26' FT 




Safety Peg 



1.2M/4' FT 



Player 



Rubber Loop 



1.8M/6' FT- 



(Approximate Measurements - Use as guide only.) 



A CORRECT SET UP 



BIRDS EYE VIEW 



.Cord 



Target 




Ball 



Anchor Peg 




Rubber Loop 
Safety Peg 



B ANCHOR PEG SET UP 



INCORRECT 




INCORRECT 




CORRECT 





Repeat the following set piece plays to improve power performance and accuracy. 

Practice makes PerfecL 




m McDonalds 



FREE KICKS 
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Att'y Docket No. 11714-P02 
Christopher Evans, et al. 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicants: Christopher Evans, et al. Exam. M. Aryanpour 

Serial No. 09/493,871 Group Art Unit: 3711 

Filed: January 28, 2000 

For: APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR SOCCER TRAINING AND PRACTICE 



Rule 132 Declaration 



The undersigned declarant, a co-inventor/co-applicant in the above identified application 

states: 

1 . I have reviewed the above appHcation and its parent as filed and amended, 
including the proposed claims before the Examiner and all record references and 
PTO actions and state the following regarding the claimed invention of the present 
application in relation to prior art. 

2. I now supplement (in Appendix A hereto) the previously-filed commercial 
success data of our Soccer Edge® training device (by the 14 October 2003 Rule 
132 declaration, copy in Appendix B hereto), which is an embodiment of the 
presently claimed invention, in comparison to commercial embodiments of the 
Sowards and Ainscough, et al., inventions. We have now sold over 25,000 units 
and have placed the devices for sale in over 800 stores currently (including The 
Sports Authority®). This number will be expanding to over 1200 stores 
(including The Forzani Group of Canada, which is a large Canadian sporting 
goods retailer comparable to The Sports Authority®, El Corte Ingles in Spain, a 
major department store, and K-Mart in Australia) by Fall of 2004. 

3. Our sales of the SoccerEdge Edge® trainer have been greater in the first 6 months 
of this year than in all of 2003. 

4. The commercial success can only be attributed to merit of the product as 
appraised by these sophisticated retail customers. Our company remains without 
the resources or sales force of typical sporting goods companies, which employ 
marketing/advertising and the leveraging of other products to gain shelf space. 

5. My co-inventor and I have had positive feedback fi-om soccer coaches and in the 
market place as described below and in my previously-filed declaration. Our 
product (per the claimed invention) has been designated the Official Licensed 
Bungee Soccer Trainer of the U.S. Soccer Federation, the governing body of 
organized soccer in the United States. 
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I have previously provided information (accompanying the 14 October 2003 
declaration, Appendix B hereto) regarding the Penaltymaster™ rebounding soccer 
trainer. Appendix C hereto contains promotional literature for a further state of 
the art rebounding soccer trainer, the Soccix™ trainer. The Soccix trainer utilizes 
two rubber loops clipped directly to the ball and attached to two croquet-style 
wickets, rather than the single rubber loop, ball net and wicket of the 
Penaltymaster trainer. Patents are apparently pending for both the Soccix and 
Penaltymaster designs, both of which are inferior to the claimed combinations of 
the present invention. 

I have previously provided evidence of the comparative merits of the presently 
claimed invention in comparison to the Sowards' Kwik Kick Speed Ball™ trainer 
and the Ainscoff trainer. As noted previously, the Ainscoff trainer was offered for 
sale on TV home shopping but was not a durable offering and can no longer be 
found for sale. The Kwik Kick Speed Ball™ trainer had been selling at The Sports 
Authority until our Soccer Edge® training device was introduced to the market. 
The Kwik Kick is no longer for sale at The Sports Authority, while our product 
has been rolled out to all of their stores, 

I have also been informed by a buyer for Modell's Sporting Goods, Inc., one of our 
customers, that another sporting goods seller, Brine Sporting Goods, Inc., 
(Milford, MA) has recently presented that buyer with a "special make-up unit" 
(SMU) which copied our design. In other words. Brine attempted to sell a "knock 
off of our Soccer Edge® training device to Modell's. It is clear to me that Brine 
recognizes the advantages provided by our inventive soccer training design. 

Yet further evidence of the comparative merits of products is found in the recall 
announcement from the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission related to a 
Franklin Sports soccer trainer that employed a straight metal stake or spike to 
anchor the product, a copy of which is included in Appendix D hereto. The risk of 
injury presented by the Franklin product, if obvious, would have been anticipated 
and prevented in the product's design (Le., Franklin retrieved its straight stakes 
rather than replace them with spirals.) 

The art as a whole fails to recognize the need for a combination of a combined 
elastic/inelastic line with a net carrier for the ball and a universally flexible means 
for strongly securing in a minimally-interfering way a retrieval-type soccer kick 
practicing device that provides realistic ball motion (i.e., lift and roll) and true 
360 range of kicking ability. Each of the applied references fails individually 
and in the aggregate to do so. I incorporate my discussion of the Ainscough, et 
al., and Sowards references* failure to teach or suggest the presently claimed 
invention, made in my previous declaration and responses in the application of 14 
October 2003 and 06 June 2002. The Moore reference depicts and describes only 
a "suitable anchor" consisting of a tent stake, and a ball holder mechanism 
comprised of four orthogonally arranged pieces of webbing and an elastic band 
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securing them to the ball. The former will not provide the sufficient securing 
force to accommodate stronger kickers, and the latter will not provide true soccer 
ball motion, as the presently claimed invention provides. 

1 1. The present invention as described and claimed comprises a soccer ball practice 
apparatus made as a combination of a tether line including an elastic section, a net 
container/securement for a soccer ball, a ground insertable/removable anchor unit 
as a spiral with an upper section and a handle which is turned for insertion of the 
spiral portion to enter the ground and to leave only an upper circular portion 
exposed, the tether line tied between the anchor means and the net, by a ring that 
rides on the circular portion of the anchor upper circle portion, a shackle 
interconnect or the like from the elastic portion of the tether line (and a swivel) to 
the ring to enable rotation of the tether line about its own axis. The kicked ball 
returns to the kicker, rolling back without material interference from the 
apparatus. 

12. My co-inventor and I are familiar with soccer play and practice and the full range 
of commercially available training choices on the market, presently or in the past. 
The presently claimed invention provides a much closer approximation of normal 
game play than the systems of the cited art, while minimizing the possibility that a 
user's kick will dislodge the stake from the ground. The present invention allows 
repetitive kicking in a variety of angles and trajectories from any position around 
the anchor on the fly. The player can move around to kick the ball, which carmot 
be done with the Sowards or Ainscough et al. devices. Most importantly, with the 
present invention a player can kick the ball straight ahead in front of herself and 
see if the ball goes in the direction intended. One troublesome skill for young 
players to leam is "lifting" the ball upward when they kick it. This is impossible 
with the Sowards device. The Ainscough et al. device does not allow a 360° 
range of kick up and over the device, as its support pipe and swiveling arm only 
allow 360 degree rotation about the axis of the pole; therefore, the player will not 
know if the ball would have traveled in the direction intended with the rise in 
trajectory desired, which defeats the purpose of practice kicking. The Moore 
device does not show a practice device that has a strong ground connection. With 
the Moore device, a kicker may unintentionally pull the tent stake from the ground 
with her kick (a potentially hazardous event as evidenced by the CPSC recall 
noted in paragraph 9), the partial webbing/elastic band ball holding mechanism 
will not provide true ball motion, and its additional weight will further inhibit the 
abiUty to get "lift" under the ball. 

13. I have tested and observed, that using the present invention with an elastic cord a 
player can effect a great variety of fast retums of different angles that are anything 
but "fixed." The present invention also provides truer ball motion, absolutely 
necessary for young players developing their kicking skills. 
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I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willfiil false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment or both under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United State 
Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patent issued thereon. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: June 15,2004 




117i4-P02_R132decl_061504 
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)6/04/200(4' ^ SoccerEdge 09:08:18 AM 

OlES analysis by item REPORll J 
II 1/02 To 12/31/02 

ITEM /DATE TT CUSTOMER ID SLS REFNO QTYORD QTY SfflP AMOUNT 

SOCCEREDGE - SoccerEdge 



1/28/02 


CI 


MCSPORTS 


00001057 


180 


180 


1,440.00 


4/24/02 


CI 


MCSPORTS 


00001058 


180 


180 


1,440.00 


6/10/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000150 


180 


180 


1,440.00 


6/10/02 


CI 


ISA 


00000151 


60 


60 


480.00 


6/10/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000152 


4 


4 


32.00 


6/10/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000153 


7 


7 


56.00 


6/10/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000154 


6 


6 


48.00 


6/10/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000155 


6 


6 


48.00 


6/10/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000156 


7 


7 


56.00 


6/10/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000157 


5 


5 


40.00 


6/10/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000158 


5 


5 


40.00 


6/1 1/02 


CI 


MCSPORTS 


00001059 


300 


300 


2,400.00 


11 9/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000168 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/1 1/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000159 


200 


200 


1,600.00 


7/1 1/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000160 


60 


60 


480.00 


7/1 1/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000161 


3 


3 


24.00 


7/11/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000162 


3 


3 


24.00 


7/11/02 


CI 


TSA 


-00000163 


3 


3 


24.00 


7/1 1/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000164 


2 


2 


16.00 


7/11/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000165 


1 


1 


8.00 


7/1 1/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000166 


5 


5 


40.00 


7/11/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000167 


4 


4 


32.00 


7/15/02 


CI 


MCSPORTS 


00001060 


180 


180 


1,440.00 


7/15/02 


CI 


PIASVA 


00001061 


20 


20 


160.00 



7/18/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000169 


6 


6 


48.00 


8/12/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000170 


140 


140 


1,120.00 


8/12/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000171 


20 


20 


160.00 


8/12/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000172 


3 


3 


24.00 


8/12/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000173 


8 


8 


64.00 


8/12/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000174 


2 


2 


16.00 


8/12/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000175 


6 


6 


48.00 


8/12/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000176 


10 


10 


80.00 


8/12/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000177 


2 


2 


16.00 


8/12/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000178 


3 


3 


24.00 


8/12/02 


CI 


TSA 


00000179 


1 


1 


8.00 


8/22/02 


CI 


KINDERHAUS 


00001062 


20 


20 


160.00 


8/23/02 


CI 


GSI 


00001063 


60 


60 


480.00 


9/30/02 


CI 


TSA 


00001064 


120 


120 


960.00 


9/30/02 


CI 


TSA 


00001065 


40 


40 


320.00 


9/30/02 


CI 


TSA 


00001066 


2 


2 


16.00 


9/30/02 


CI 


TSA 


00001067 


8 


8 


64.00 


9/30/02 


CI 


TSA 


00001068 


3 


3 


24.00 


9/30/02 


CI 


TSA 


00001069 


8 


8 


64.00 


9/30/02 


CI 


TSA 


00001070 


10 


10 


80.00 



1 
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GSoccerEdge 
iLES ANALYSIS BY ITEM REPORlV. / 
1/ 1/02 To 12/31/02 



09:08:18 AM 



ITEM / PATE 

9/30/02 
9/30/02 
10/4/02 
11/ 8/02 
12/12/02 



TT CUSTOMER ID SLS REF NO QTY ORD QTY SHIP AMOUNT 



CI TSA 

CI TSA 

CI HEBETT 

CI GSI 

CI GSI 



00001071 
00001072 
00001073 
00001073 
00001074 



2 
18 
360 
20 
40 



2 
18 
360 
20 
40 



16.00 
144.00 
2,700.00 
160.00 
32Q.00 



Total: 
TOTAL SALES: 



2339 



2339 



lS.g32,00 



18,532.00 



1 



06/04/20q4 ^ SoccerEdge ^ 09:08:32 AM 

CaLES ANALYSIS BY ITEM REPORTl J 
1/ 1/03 To 12/31/03 

ITEM /DATE TT CUSTOMER ID SLS REFNO QTY ORD QTY SfflP AMOUNT 

SOCCEREDGE - SoccerEdge 



2/26/03 


CI DUNHAM 


00001081 


960 


960 


7,680.00 


2/27/03 


CI GSI 


00001075 


20 


20 


160.00 


2/27/03 


CI MCSPORTS 


00001076 


360 


360 


2,880.00 


3/ 7/03 


CI TSA 


00001077 


160 


160 


1,280.00 


3/ 7/03 


CI TSA 


00001078 


20 


20 


160.00 


3/ 7/03 


CI TSA 


00001079 


7 


7 


56.00 


4/ 8/03 


CI COPELAND 


00001080 


144 


144 


1,080.00 


5/ 9/03 


CI TOYSRUS.CO 


00001082 


40 


40 


320.00 


5/ 9/03 


CI TOYSRUS.CO 


00001083 


120 


120 


960.00 


5/ 9/03 


CI TOYSRUS.CO 


00001084 


40 


40 


320.00 


5/28/03 


CI GSI 


00001085 


20 


20 


160.00 


6/11/03 


CI SPORTCHALE 


00001087 


180 


180 


1,440.00 


6/18/03 


CI MCSPORTS 


■ 00001089 


180 


180 


1,440.00 


6/24/03 


CI GSI 


00001088 


20 


20 


160.00 


11 2/03 


CI SPORTCHALE 


00001090 


380 


380 


3,040.00 


11 3/03 


CI DUNHAM 


00001091 


180 


180 


1,440.00 


7/10/03 


CI QVC 


00001092 


3500 


3500 


26,600.00 


7/10/03 


CI DUNHAM . 


00001093 


84 


84 


672.00 


7/17/03 


CI MCSPORTS 


00001094 


180 


180 


1,440.00 . 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001096 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001097 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001098 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001099 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001100 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001101 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001102 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001103 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001104 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001105 


. 6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001106 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001107 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001108 


9 


9 


72.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001 109 


7 


7 


56.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001110 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001111 


14 


14 


112.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001112 


9 


9 


72.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001113 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001114 


7 


7 


56.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001115 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001116 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001117 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001118 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001119 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001120 


6 


6 


48.00 



1 



)6/04/200^' ^ SoccerEdge ^ 09:08:32 AM 

C_ALES ANALYSIS BY ITEM REPORIV./ 
1/ 1/03 To 12/31/03 



ITEM /DATE 


TT CUSTOMER ID 


SLS REFNO 


QTYORD 


QTY SfflP 


AMOUNT 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001121 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/24/03 


CI GSI 


00001095 


20 


20 


160.00 


7/30/03 


CI TSA 


00001122 


460 


460 


3,680.00 


7/30/03 


CI TSA 


00001123 


180 


180 


1.440.00 


7/30/03 


CI TSA 


00001124 


500 


500 


4,000.00 


7/30/03 


CI HBBETT 


00001125 


480 


480 


3,600.00 


8/18/03 


CI MCSPORTS 


00001126 


90 


90 


720.00 


8/27/03 


CI COPELAND 


00001127 


72 


72 


540.00 


9/12/03 


CI GSI 


00001128 


20 


20 


160.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001129 


780 


780 


6,240.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001130 


200 


200 


1,600.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001131 


800 


800 


6,400.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001132 


6 


6 


48.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001133 


22 


22 


176.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001134 


14 


14 


112.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001135 


8 


8 


64.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001136 


27 


27 


216.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001137 


8 


8 


64.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001138 


16 


16 


128.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001139 


7 


7 


56.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001140 


8 


8 


64.00 


10/3/03 


CI DUNHAM 


00001141 


60 


60 


480.00 


10/15/03 


CI TSA 


00001142 


12 


12 


96.00 


10/15/03 


CI TSA 


00001 143 


80 


80 


640.00 


10/15/03 


CI TSA 


00001144 


900 


900 


7,200.00 


10/23/03 


CI GSI 


00001 145 


20 


20 


160.00 


10/28/03 


CI TSA 


00001 147 


36 


36 


288.00 


10/29/03 


CI GSI 


00001146 


20 


20 


160.00 


11/5/03 


CI DUNHAM 


00001149 


300 


300 


2,400.00 


1 1/ 5/03 


CI TSA 


00001 148 


12 


12 


96,00 


1 1/ 5/03 


CI GOODSPORTS 


00001150 


12 


12 


88.20 


11/5/03 


CI GARMON 


00001151 


12 


12 


88.20 


11/5/03 


CI SCRSPORTS 


00001152 


12 


12 


88.20 


11/12/03 


CI SPRTNMORE 


00001153 


12 


12 


96.00 


11/20/03 


CI TSA 


00001154 


80 


80 


640.00 


11/20/03 


CI TSA 


00001155 


60 


60 


480.00 


11/24/03 


CI GSI 


00001 149 


20 


20 


160.00 


11/24/03 


CI TSA 


00001156 


140 


140 


1,120.00 


12/ 1/03 


CI TSA 


00001158 


60 


60 


480.00 


12/ 1/03 


CI TSA 


00001159 


20 


20 


160.00 


12/ 1/03 


CI TSA 


00001160 


40 


40 


320.00 


12/ 1/03 


CI TSA 


00001161 


10 


10 


80.00 


12/2/03 


CI DUNHAM 


00001157 


36 


36 


288.00 


12/ 3/03 


CI GSI 


00001162 


80 


80 


640.00 


12/ 3/03 


CI COPELAND 


00001163 


120 


120 


900.00 


12/ 3/03 


CI SPRTNMORE 


00001164 


24 


24 


192.00 


12/10/03 


CI JUSTSOCCER 


00001165 


20 


20 


147.00 



O6/O4/2094 ^ SoccerEdge ^ 09:08:32 AM 

C^LES ANALYSIS BY ITEM REPOrU 
1/ 1/03 To 12/31/03 



SLS REFNO QTY ORD QTY SfflP AMOUNT 

00001167 20 20 160.00 

00001168 20 20 160.00 
00001166 24 24 192.00 

00001169 20 20 160.00 



ITEM /DATE 

12/11/03 
12/11/03 
12/12/03 
12/16/03 



TT CUSTOMER ID 

CI JUSTSOCCER 
CI SCRMAGIC 
CI SPRTNMORE 
CI SPRTNMORE 



Total: 



12767 12767 



100-291 fin 



TOTAL SALES: 100,291.60 
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)6/04/20Q4 



SoccerEdge ^ 
O^LES ANALYSIS BY ITEM REPORlt J 



1/ 1/04 To 6/15/04 



09:04:13 AM 



ITEM /DATE 


TT CUSTOMER ID 


SLS REFNO 


QTYORD 


QTY SfflP 


SOCCEREDGE - 


SoccerEdge 








1/6/04 


CI SPORTCHALE 


00001171 


80 


80 


1/ 7/04 


CI SPRTNMORE 


00001170 


12 


12 


1/22/04 


CI TSA 


00001175 


120 


120 


1/23/04 


CI SPRTCORNER 


00001172 


12 


12 


1/23/04 


CI SCRFIELD 


00001173 


12 


12 


1/23/04 


CI COPELAND 


00001174 


72 


72 


1/27/04 


CI TSA 


00001176 


240 


240 


1/27/04 


CI TSA 


00001177 


20 


20 


1/27/04 


CI TSA 


00001178 


100 


100 


1/27/04 


CI TSA 


00001179 


2 


2 


1/29/04 


CI TSA 


00001180 


460 


460 


1/29/04 


CI TSA 


00001181 


1200 


1200 


1/29/04 


CI TSA- 


00001184 


80 


80 


1/29/04 


CI TSA 


00001185 


18 


18 


1/29/04 


CI TSA 


00001186 


18 


18 


1/29/04 


CI TSA 


00001187 


72 


72 


1/29/04 


CI TSA 


00001188 


30 


30 


1/29/04 


. CI TSA 


00001189 


30 


30 


1/29/04 


CI TSA 


00001190 


17 


• 17 


1/29/04 


CI TSA 


00001191 


36 


36 


1/30/04 


CI TSA 


00001182 


580 


580 


1/30/04 


CI TSA 


00001183 


620 


620 


11 2/04 


CI TSA 


00001192 


320 


320 


2/ 2/04 


CI TSA 


00001193 


980 


980 


11 2/04 


CI TSA 


00001194 


620 


620 


11 5/04 


CI DUNHAM 


00001196 


120 


120 


11 6/04 


CI CITYSPORTS 


00001195 


96 


96 


2/10/04 


CI TSA 


00001197 


31 


31 


2/10/04 


CI GSI 


00001 198 


60 


60 


2/10/04 


CI TSA 


00001199 


18 


18 


2/10/04 


CI TSA 


00001200 


24 


24 


2/12/04 


CI TSA 


00001202 


39 


39 


2/13/04 


CI SPORTCHALE 


00001201 


80 


80 


2/17/04 


CI TSA 


00001203 


12 


12 


2/24/04 


CI HIBBETT 


00001204 


300 


300 


2/24/04 


CI TSA 


00001205 


151 


151 


2/25/04 


CI ACTIVEEDGE 


00001206 


120 


120 


2/26/04 


CI DUNHAM 


00001207 


240 


240 


2/26/04 


CI MODELLS 


00001208 


600 


600 


3/ 2/04 


CI JUSTSOCCER 


00001209 


12 


12 


3/ 8/04 


CI ACTIVEEDGE 


00001210 


120 


120 


3/ 8/04 


CI JOHNNYMACS 


00001211 


60 


60 


3/1 1/04 


CI SHENKTITTL 


00001211 


72 


72 


3/11/04 


CI SCRLOCKER 


00001212 


12 


12 



640.00 
96.00 
960.00 
96.00 
96.00 
540.00 
1,920.00 
160.00 
800.00 
16.00 
3,680.00 
9,600.00 
640.00 
144.00 
144.00 
576.00 
240.00 
240.00 
136.00 
288.00 
4,640.00 
4,960.00 
2,560.00 
7,840.00 
4,960.00 
960.00 
720.00 
248.00 
480.00 
144.00 
192.00 
312.00 
640.00 
96.00 
2,250.00 
1,208.00 
900.00 
1,920.00 
4,500.00 
96.00 
900.00 
450.00 
540.00 
96.00 



1 



)6/04/20Q4 SoccerEdge ^ 09:04:13 AM 

. OlES ANALYSIS BY ITEM REPORTV J 

1/ 1/04 To 6/15/04 



[/DATE 


TT CUSTOMER ID 


SLS REFNO 


QTYORD 


QTY SHIP 


AMOUNT 


3/19/04 


CI SCRPLUS 


00001212 


12 


12 


96.00 


3/19/04 


CI SCRINTL 


00001213 


12 


12 


96.00 


3/19/04 


CI SCRtACROSS 


00001214 


12 


12 


96.00 


3/29/04 


CI SCHUYLKILL 


00001213 


36 


36 


288.00 


3/29/04 


CI KICKER 


00001214 


12 


12 


96.00 


4/ 1/04 


CI DUNHAM 


00001216 


84 


84 


672.00 


4/2/04 


CI COPELAND 


00001215 


48 


48 


360.00 


4/ 2/04 


CI EUROSPORT 


00001219 


144 


144 


1,152.00 


4/ 7/04 


CI TSA 


00001217 


69 


69 


552.00 


4/ 7/04 


CI TSA 


00001218 


18 


18 


144.00 


4/ 9/04 


CI SPORTCHALE 


00001216 


100 


100 


800.00 


4/13/04 


CI TEAMSPORTS 


00001220 


12 


12 


96.00 


4/13/04 


CI AGGRESrVE 


00001221 


12 


12 


90.00 


4/13/04 


CI SCRCENTER 


00001222 


12 


12 


96.00 


4/14/04 


CI NEILS 


00001223 


12 


12 


96.00 


4/14/04 


CI SPRTNMORE 


00001224 


12 


12 


96.00 


4/14/04 


CI SCRUNLIMNY 


00001225 


12 


12 


96.00 


4/14/04 


CI SCRUNLIM 


00001226 


12 


12 


96.00 


4/14/04 


CI SCRCNCT 


00001227 


12 


12 


96.00 


4/16/04 


CI SCRHOUSIN 


00001228 


12 


12 


96.00 


4/1-9/04 


CI JUSTSOCCER 


00001229 


24 


24 


192.00 


4/26/04 


CI GSI 


00001230 


20 


20 


160.00 


4/26/04 


CI GSI 


00001231 


40 


40 


320.00 


4/27/04 


CI BREEDLOVES 


00001232 


12 


12 


96.00 


4/27/04 


CI SCR4ALL 


00001233 


24 


24 


192.00 


. 4/27/04 


CI TSA 


00001234 


. 7 


7 


56.00 


4/27/04 


CI SCHLOM 


00001171 


20 


20 


160.00 


4/27/04 


CI SCHLDM 


00001172 


20 


20 


160.00 


4/27/04 


CI DUNHAM 


00001173 


36 


36 


288.00 


4/30/04 


CI ANGELOS 


00001168 


12 


12 


96.00 


4/30/04 


CI SCRCNTRY 


00001169 


12 


12 


96.00 


5/ 4/04 


CI SPRTNMORE 


00001170 


12 


12 


96.00 


5/ 4/04 


CI TSA 


00001171 


10 


10 


80.00 


5/ 7/04 


CI SCRCENTOH 


00001172 


12 


12 


96.00 


5/11/04 


CI GOALKICK 


00001173 


12 


12 


96.00 


5/11/04 


CI SCRWRLDWI 


00001174 


24 


24 


192.00 


5/17/04 


CI MCSPORTS 


00001174 


300 


300 


2,400.00 


5/17/04 


CI TSA 


00001175 


47 


47 


376.00 


5/17/04 


CI TSA 


00001176 


18 


18 


144.00 


5/17/04 


CI NORTHVALLE 


00001177 


12 


12 


96.00 


5/17/04 


CI SCHLRH 


00001179 


12 


12 


96.00 


5/18/04 


CI SCHLCS 


00001178 


12 


12 


96.00 


5/19/04 


CI SCRCITYCA 


00001180 


12 


12 


96.00 


5/19/04 


CI SCHLLIN 


00001181 


12 


12 


96.00 


5/20/04 


CI SCHLSFS 


00001182 


24 


24 


192.00 


5/20/04 


CI SCHLSSH 


00001183 


12 


12 


96.00 


5/21/04 


CI EFINGER 


00001184 


12 


12 


96.00 



2 



)6/C)4/200^ ^ SoccerEdge ^ 09:04:13 AM 

VALES ANALYSIS BY ITEM REPORlVy 
1/ 1/04 To 6/15/04 



ITEM /DATE 


TT CUSTOMER ID 


SLS REFNO 


QTYORD 


QTY SfflP 


AMOUNT 


5/21/04 


CI SPRTLINE 


00001185 


24 


24 


192.00 


5/24/04 


CI SCRMAGIC 


00001186 


24 


24 


192.00 


5/24/04 


CI SCRCTYELK 


00001187 


36 


36 


288.00 


5/24/04 


CI KICKNWEAR 


00001188 


12 


12 


96.00 


5/24/04 


CI SCRKICKSVA 


00001189 


24 


24 


192.00 


5/26/04 


CI SCHLSC 


00001190 


12 


12 


96.00 


5/26/04 


CI GSI 


00001191 


60 


60 


480.00 


5/26/04 


CI COPELAND 


00001195 


120 


120 


900.00 


5/26/04 


CI DUNHAM 


00001196 


48 


48 


384.00 


5/28/04 


CI TSA 


00001191 


240 


240 


1,920.00 


5/28/04 


CI TSA 


00001192 


300 


300 


2,400.00 


5/28/04 


CI TSA 


00001193 


198 


198 


1,584.00 


5/28/04 


CI TSA 


00001194 


234 


234 


1,872.00 


5/28/04 


CI SCHLOM 


00001197 


30 


30 


240.00 


6/ 1/04 


CI TSA 


00001236 


12 


12 


96.00 


6/ 1/04 ■ 


CI TSA 


00001237 


12 


12 


96.00 


6/ 1/04 


CI TSA 


00001238 


24 


24 


192.00 


6/ 1/04 


CI PROSOCCER 


00001239 


12 


12 


96.00 


6/ 1/04 


CI PKSOCCER 


00001240 


12 


12 


96.00 


6/ 1/04 


CI 4KICKS 


00001241 


12 


12 


96.00 


6/ 1/04 


CI lOOPERCENT 


00001242 


12 


12 


96.00 


6/ 1/04 


CI BILLBATTEY 


00001243 


12 


12 


96.00 


6/ 2/04 


CI TSA 


nnnni tx^ 

UuvU I Z J J 


1 1 




yo.oo 


6/4/04 


CI ACTIVEEDGE 


00001244 


260 


260 


1.950.00 


6/4/04 


CI SCRUNLIMNC 


00001245 


12 


12 


96.00 


6/4/04 


CI MCSPORTS 


00001246 


240 


240 


1,920.00 


6/4/04 


CI SPORTCHALE 


00001247 


320 


320 


2.560.00 






Total: 


11657 


11657 


92.31600 



TOTAL SALES: 92,316.00 
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)6/04/200^- ^ SoccerEdge ^ 09:08:57 AM 

OlES ANALYSIS BY ITEM REPORtC/ 
1/ 1/03 To 6/30/03 

ITEM /DATE TT CUSTOMER ID SLS REFNO QTYORD QTY SfflP AMOUNT 

SOCCEREDGE - SoccerEdge 



2/26/03 


CI 


DUNHAM 


00001081 


960 


960 


7,680.00 


2/27/03 


CI 


GSI 


00001075 


20 


20 


160.00 


2/27/03 


CI 


MCSPORTS 


00001076 


360 


360 


2,880.00 


3/ 7/03 


CI 


TSA 


00001077 


160 


160 


1,280.00 


3/ 7/03 


CI 


ISA 


00001078 


20 


20 


160.00 


3/ 7/03 


n 




nnnm n70 
uuuu lk) /y 


•7 

/ 


1 


56.U0 


4/ 8/03 


CI 


COPELAND 


00001080 


144 


144 


1,080.00 


5/ 9/03 


CI 


TOYSRUS.CO 


00001082 


40 


40 


320.00 


5/ 9/03 


CI 


TOYSRUS.CO 


00001083 


120 


120 


960.00 


5/ 9/03 


CI 


TOYSRUS.CO 


00001084 


40 


40 


320.00 


5/28/03 


CI 


GSI 


00001085 


20 


20 


160.00 


6/1 1/03 


CI 


SPORTCHALE 


00001087 


180 


180 


1,440.00 


6/18/03 


CI 


MCSPORTS 


00001089 


180 


180 


1,440.00 


6/24/03 


CI 


GSI 


00001088 


20 


20 


160-00 








Total: 


2271 


2271 


1?.096.00 



TOTAL SALES: 18,096.00 



1 



36/04/200,4 ^ SoccerEdge 09:09:14 AM 

OLES ANALYSIS BY ITEM REPORlO 
6/30/03 To 12/31/03 

ITEM /DATE TT CUSTOMER ID SLS REF NO QTYORD QTY SHIP AMOUNT 

SOCCEREDGE - SoccerEdge 



7/2/03 


CI SPORTCHALE 


00001090 


380 


380 


3,040.00 


7/3/03 


CI DUNHAM 


00001091 


180 


180 


1,440.00 


7/10/03 


CI QVC 


00001092 


3500 


3500 


26,600.00 


7/10/03 


CI DUNHAM 


00001093 


84 


84 


672.00 


7/17/03 


CI MCSPORTS 


00001094 


180 


180 


1,440.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001096 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001097 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001098 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001099 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001100 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001101 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001102 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001103 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001104 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001105 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001106 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001107 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001108 


9 


9 


72.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001109 


7 


7 


56.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001110 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001111 


14 


14 


1 12.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001112 


9 


9 


72.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001113 


6 


6 . 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001114 


7 


7 


56.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001115 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001116 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001117 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001118 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001119 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001120 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/23/03 


CI TSA 


00001121 


6 


6 


48.00 


7/24/03 


CI GSI 


00001095 


20 


20 


160.00 


7/30/03 


CI TSA 


00001122 


460 


460 


3,680.00 


7/30/03 


CI TSA 


00001123 


180 


180 


1,440.00 


7/30/03 


CI TSA 


00001124 


500 


500 


4,000.00 


7/30/03 


CI HIBBETT 


00001125 


480 


480 


3,600.00 


8/18/03 


CI MCSPORTS 


00001126 


90 


90 


720.00 


8/27/03 


CI COPELAND 


00001127 


72 


72 


540.00 


9/12/03 


CI GSI 


00001128 


20 


20 


160.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001129 


780 


780 


6,240.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001130 


200 


200 


1,600.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001131 


800 


800 


6,400.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001132 


6 


6 


48.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001133 


22 


22 


176.00 



06/O4/2OQ4 



SoccerEdge 
LES ANALYSIS BY ITEM REPOR 
6/30/03 To 12/31/03 



09:09:14 AM 



7 DATE 


TT CUSTOMER ID 


SLS REFNO 


QTYORD 


QTY SHIP 


AMOUNT 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001134 


14 


14 


112.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001135 


8 


8 


64.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001136 


27 


27 


216.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001137 


8 


8 


64.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001138 


16 


16 


128.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001139 


7 


7 


56.00 


9/18/03 


CI TSA 


00001 140 


8 


8 


64.00 


10/3/03 


CI DUNHAM 


00001141 


60 


60 


480.00 


10/15/03 


CI TSA 


00001142 


12 


12 


96.00 


10/15/03 


CI TSA 


00001143 


80 


80 


640.00 


10/15/03 


CI TSA 


00001144 


900 


900 


7,200.00 


10/23/03 


CI GSI 


00001145 


20 


20 


160.00 


10/28/03 


CI TSA 


00001147 


36 


36 


288.00 


10/29/03 


CI GSI 


00001146 


20 


20 


160.00 


1 1/ 5/03 


CI DUNHAM 


00001 149 


300 


300 


2 400 00 


1 1/ 5/03 


CI TSA 


00001148 


12 


12 


96.00 


1 1/ 5/03 


CI GOODSPORTS 


00001150 


12 


12 


88.20 


1 1/ 5/03 


CI GARMON 


00001151 


12 


12 


88,20 


1 1/ 5/03 


CI SCRSPORTS 


00001152 


12 


12 


88.20 


11/12/03 


CI SPRTNMORE 


00001153 


12 


12 


96.00 


1 1/20/03 


CI TSA 


00001154 


80 


80 


640.00 


11/20/03 


CI TSA 


■ 00001155 


60 


60 


480.00 


1 1/24/03 


CI GSI 


00001149 


20 


20 


160.00 


1 1/24/03 


CI TSA 


00001156 


140 


140 


1 120 00 


12/1/03 


CI TSA 


00001158 


60 


60 


480.00 


12/ 1/03 


CI TSA 


00001159 


20 


20 


160.00 


12/ 1/03 


CI TSA 


00001160 


40 


40 


320.00 


12/ 1/03 


CI TSA 


00001161 


10 


10 


80.00 


12/2/03 


CI DUNHAM 


00001157 


36 


36 


288 00 


12/3/03 


CI GSI 


00001162 


80 


80 


640.00 


12/ 3/03 


CI COPELAND 


00001163 


120 


120 


900.00 


12/ 3/03 


CI SPRTNMORE 


00001164 


24 


24 


192.00 


iZl iU/Uj 


Ci J U b 1 bOCCER 


00001165 


20 


20 


147.00 


12/11/03 


CI JUSTSOCCER 


00001167 


20 


20 


160.00 


12/11/03 


CI SCRMAGIC 


00001168 


20 


20 


160.00 


12/12/03 


CI SPRTNMORE 


00001166 


24 


24 


192.00 


12/16/03 


CI SPRTNMORE 


00001169 


20 


20 


J 60,00 






Total: 


10496 


10496 


82.195 60 



TOTAL SALES: 



82,195.60 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicants: Christopher Evans, et al. Exam. M. Aryanpour 

Serial No. 09/493,871 Group Art Unit: 3711 

Filed: January 28, 2000 

For: APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR SOCCER TRAINING AND PRACTICE 

RULE 132 DECLARATION 

The undersigned declarant, a co-inventor/co-applicant in the above identified application 

states: 

1 . I have reviewed the above application and its parent as filed and amended 

including the proposed claims before the Examiner and all record references and 
PTO actions and state the following regarding the invention of the present 
application in relation to prior art. 

2. The present invention as described and claimed comprises a soccer ball practice 
apparatus made as a combination of a tether line including an elastic section, a net 
container/securement for a soccer ball, a ground insertable/removable anchor unit 
as a spiral with an upper section and a handle which is turned for insertion of the 
spiral portion to enter the ground and to leave only an upper circular portion 
exposed, the tether line tied between the anchor means and the net, by a ring that 
rides on the circular portion of the anchor upper circle portion, a shackle 
interconnect or the like from the elastic portion of the tether line (and a swivel) to 
the ring to enable rotation of the tether line about its own axis. The kicked ball 
returns to the kicker, rolling back without material interference from the 
apparatus. 



o o 

/Tt'y Docket No. 1I714-P02 
Christopher Evans, et al. 

My co-inventor and I are familiar with soccer play and practice and the full range 
of commercially available training choices on the market, presently or in the past. 
The presently recited invention provides a much closer approximation of normal 
game play than the systems of the cited art, while minimizing the possibility that 
a user's kick will dislodge the soccer ball from of training equipment. The present 
invention allows repetitive kicking in a variety of angles and trajectories from any 
position around the anchor on the fly. The player can move around to kick the 
ball, which cannot be done with the Sowards or Ainscough et al. devices. Most 
importantly, with the present invention a player can kick the ball straight ahead 
in front of herself and see if the ball goes in the direction intended. One 
troublesome skill for young players to learn is "lifting" the ball upward when 
they kick it. This is impossible with the Sowards device. With the Ainscough et 
al. device, the player cannot see where the ball travels and the swiveling arm 
constrains the ball's rising, which is the opposite of what the young player wants 
to practice. With the Moore device, a kicker may unintentionally pull the tent 
stake from the ground with her kick, the partial webbing/elastic band ball holding 
mechanism will not provide true ball motion, and its additional weight will further 
inhibit the abihty to get "Hft" under the ball. 

My co-inventor and I have had positive feedback from soccer coaches and in the 
market place as described below and in my previously-filed declaration. We are 
the Official Licensed Bungee Soccer Trainer of the U.S. Soccer Federation, the 
governing body of organized soccer in the United States. 

We have previously provided information regarding the commercial success of our 
Soccer Edge® device in comparison to commercial embodiments of the Sowards 
and Ainscough, et al., inventions. Supplementing the previously-filed commercial 
success data is, appearing as Appendix A hereto, a Sales Analysis for the Soccer 
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Edge® device, reflecting over 10,000 units sold to eight customers as of 
September 2003. This list includes re-orders from customers, one of which has 
re-ordered units from us for three years. This further evidences the distinct 
contribution the described and presently claimed invention makes to the art. 



The commercial success can only be attributed to merit of the product as 
apprised by these sophisticated retail customers. Our company cannot afford 
significant marketing/advertising. We have no sales employees. We have no 
leverage of other products to use to gain shelf space. The sales that occunred at 
the retail level were without any prompting of end users by us. We have had 
only 20 returns and no complaints at the end user level. (These situations if 
occurring would be likely come to our attention via the retail chains). 

Provided as Appendix B hereto are copies of pages of the Sept.-Oct. 2003 
Eurosport™ soccer equipment catalog reflecting currently marketed soccer kick 
practicing equipment. One of the non-rebounder devices shown is the 
Penaltymaster™. The Directions for Use of the Penaltymaster™ (provided as 
Appendix C hereto) reflects the recognition on the behalf of its developers that 
straight pegs may be dislodged from the ground upon a kick. This also further 
evidences the fact that the described and presently claimed invention provides an 
unobvious solution (Le., the use of a spiraled tie down stake) to a problem still 
not recognized by some soccer trainer equipment artisans. 



The art as a whole fails to recognize the need for strongly securing in a minimally- 
interfering way a retrieval-type soccer kick practicing device that provides 
reaUstic ball motion (i.e., lift and roll) and true 360" range of kicking ability. Each 
of the applied references fails individually and in the aggregate to do so. I 
incorporate my discussion of the Ainscough, et al, and Sowards references' 
failure to teach or suggest the presently claimed invention, made in my previous 
declaration and responses. The Moore reference depicts and describes onlv a 
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"suicable anchor" consisting ofa rent sake, and a ball holder mechanism 

comprised of four orthogoaally arranged pieces of webbing and an elasac band 

securing them to lir baJl The former will not provide die sufficient sccurjg 

force ro accommodare Sffonjer kickers, and the larrer wiU uotprovid* tnus soccer 

ball motion, as the presently clajroed invention provides. 

1 have ttsred and observed. 4ar using the present invention vwdi :w elastic cord « 
player can effect a grcai va-riety of &ii rewms of differear angles tha; are 
anytfiiag bur "fixed." The preseai snvsntjon also provides mier bafl moaon, 
absQluieJy necessary fcr young playere developing their kicking skiUs. 



I hereby declare thai aU statemenB made herein of my own knowledge aitr tme and thai 
aU staameois inade an infonnarion and belief are believed i» be true; and funhex d»t flxese 
statBciems were mad£ wi:b xbe knowledge that willful fiilsc stawmenis and rba like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment or both under Secrion 1 00 1 of Title l S of ie United S»tt 
Code and that such wiUfUJ false scatemena may jeopardise the vaUdity of the application or any . 
patent issued thereoo. 



Respectfully submined. 



Dared: October 14, 2003 




I 



Heavy dnty metal 
"SocclK Slakes 

withstand even the 
toughest hicks 




i 



High quality, Soccix ball 
is official size & weight 
for correct soccer "Feel" 



Strong SocciM 
Corns haire length 
marks for various 
Soccix Drills 




Revolutionary Soccix 
Connectors keep the cord 
from tangling & aUows for 
natural haH roll 




Includes the SOCCIX" Training CD that has 
Drills and Games to Have FUN and Improve 
Your Game!!! 



nCHNICAL 

• First Touch 

• Passing 

• Receiving 

• Shooting 

• Preparing 

• Clearing 



PHYSICAL 

• Conditioning 

• Quickness 

• Agility 

• Strength 

• Balance 

• Coordination 



GOALKEEPING 

• Goalkicks 

• Diving Saves 

• Backpass 

• Receiving & 
Clearing 

• Bouncing Saves 
AND MORE!!! 



iHfbir SOCCIX™ is so Effebdve.„ 



Soccix is the best soccer training device ever created. Soccix helps players develop the essential skills 
needed to play the game of soccer, and it's fun, so kids will use it. My experience as a professional player 
and coach for over 20 years has taught me that repetition and practice make better players, and players 
practice more on their own when it's fun. Soccix was developed to fit this need. Soccix will help players of 
all ages and levels learn and improve first touch techniques, shooting, passing, receiving, as well as improve 
foot-eye coordination, balance, agility, quickness and strength, through repetition. With Soccix, no time is 
wasted chasing and collecting errant balls. You kick it and rt comes back. And, the Soccix drills and games 
are fun. Practice makes for better players, and Soccix makes practice fun! 



/ssac Moushi Former Professional Soccer Player & Coach 
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I;ranklin Sports Recalls Baseb^Soccer Training Sets " ^ i^age j j 

NEWS from CPSC 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Office of Information and Public Affairs Washington. DC 20207 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
February 9, 1 989 
Release #89-014 

Franklin Sports Recalls Baseball, Soccer Training Sets 

WASHINGTON - Baseball and Soccer Trainer products which use either a metal stake or a metal soike to anchor 
SlZrcl".? *° ''«J?9 ^o'""tarily recalled by Franklin Sports Industries. Inc of S^Son IV^^ss 

&?e dSSnTuTsraire' ""'^"''"'^ ''''' '"^ '^^^^ cf childrefbeK^^^^^ by 

In voluntary cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, Franklin Sports Is recallina 
. an elastic stnng and was accompanied by an 8 1/2 inch metal ground stake. 

AJso being recalled is Model #1758 - Relum Kick Soccer Skill Trainer. This set. which was sold without a soccer- 
ball, included a soccer ball net connected to an elastic string accompanied by a 10 1/2 inch metal ground spike. ' 

SkpTr!Hir'fo°.'S!t ^^1^® 'If ^L!.^?®** "^'"9 ^^^'^ immediately and return only the stake/cord/ball or 
spike i rectly to Stake Recall, Franklin Sports Industries. Inc., 17 Campanelli Parkway. Stoughton. Mass 02072 
For additional information, consumers may call Franklin Sports toll-free at 1-800-225-8647- Massachusetts 
residents may call 1-617-344-1111. Consumers wilt receive $5.00 from FrankBn Sports for the returned Ue^ 



gMd I le link for this page to a friend I The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecUno 
the public from urireasonable nsks of serious Injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products 
under the agency s jurisdiction. Deaths, Injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the 
naUon more than $700 billion annually. The CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from 
products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or mechanical hazard or can Injure children. The CPSC's work to 
ensure the safety of consumer products - such as toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household 
chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent decline in the rale of deaths and injuries associated with 
consumer products over the past 30 years. oouwaicu wmi 

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or CPSC's 
teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270. or visit CPSC's web site at www.cDsc.aov/talk html Consumers can obtain this " 
release and recall information at CPSC's Web site at www.c dscqov v-onsumers can obtain this 



hUp://ynyAy.cpsc.goy/cpscpub/pr^ 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicants: Christopher Evans, et al. Exam. M. Aryanpour 

Serial No. 09/493,87 1 Group Art Unit: 3711 

Filed: January 28, 2000 

For: APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR SOCCER TRAINING AND PRACTICE 

Rule 132 Declaration 
The undersigned declarant, a co-inventor/co-applicant in the above identified application 

states: 

1 . I have reviewed the above application and its parent as filed and amended, 
including the proposed claims before the Examiner and all record references and 
PTO actions and state the following regarding the claimed invention of the present 
application in relation to prior art, 

2. I incorporate herein by reference the contents of my previous declarations of 05 
June 2002, 14 October 2003 and 15 June 2004 and their associated Appendices 
reflecting the commercial success data of our Soccer Edge® training device, which 
is an embodiment of the presently claimed invention, in comparison to conunercial 
embodiments of the Sowards and Ainscough, et al, inventions. We have now sold 
over 36,000 units and have placed the devices for sale in over 1,000 stores 
currently. Many of these stores have requested re-stocking of our device, having 
sold out their initial allotments. 

3. Our sales of the SoccerEdge ® trainer have increased year-after-year since the 
product was first placed on the market. In the same time period, a number of 
competitors have marketed competing soccer trainers, such as the Star Kick™, 
SoccerPal®, PenaltyMaster®, Soccix™, Brine SkillmasterTM^ and Kwik Kick™, 
and Iso-Trainer™ with no measurable diminution of our sales. 

4. This conmiercial success can only be attributed to merit of the product as 
appraised by these sophisticated retail customers. The product essentially "sells 
itself, in that our company has undertaken no major advertising efforts such, for 
example, newspaper ads or infomercials, and remains without the resources or 
sales force of typical sporting goods companies, which employ 
marketing/advertising and the leveraging of other products to gain shelf space. 

5. My co-inventor and I have had positive feedback from soccer coaches and in the 
market place as described below and in my previously-filed declaration. Our 
product (per the claimed invention) has been designated the Official Licensed 
Bungee Soccer Trainer of the U.S. Soccer Federation, the goveming body of 
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organized soccer in the United States. 



6. I have previously provided information regarding the aforementioned 
Penaltymaster™ and Soccix™ rebounding soccer trainers. The Soccix trainer 
utilizes two rubber loops clipped directly to the ball and attached to two croquet- 
style wickets, rather than the single rubber loop, ball net and wicket of the 
Penaltymaster trainer. Patents are apparently pending for both the Soccix and 
Penaltymaster designs, both of which are inferior to the claimed combinations of 
the present invention. 

7. I have previously provided evidence of the comparative merits of the presently 
claimed invention in comparison to the Sowards' Kwik Kick Speed Ball™ trainer 
and the Ainscoff trainer. As noted previously, the Ainscoff trainer was offered for 
sale on TV home shopping but was not a durable offering and can no longer be 
found for sale. The Kwik Kick Speed Ball™ trainer had been selling at The Sports 
Authority until our Soccer Edge® training device was introduced to the market. 
The Kwik Kick is no longer for sale at The Sports Authority, while our product 
has been rolled out to all of their stores. 



8. I previously indicated the comparative merits of our soccer trainer as compared to 
other products by referring to the recall announcement from the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission related to a Franklin Sports soccer trainer that 
employed a straight metal stake or spike to anchor the product. The risk of injury 
presented by the Franklin product, if obvious, would have been anticipated and 
prevented in the product's design (i.e., Franklin retrieved its straight stakes rather 
than replace them with spirals.) Yet another new rebounding soccer trainer has 
been introduced to the market with straight stakes, the Iso-Trainer™ soccer 
training kit (http://www.iso-trainer.com). Again, I assert that if the solution 
provided by our device to the problem of kicked soccer balls becoming dislodged 
from the ground were obvious, it would have been adopted uniformly by the 
industry. 

10. The art as a whole fails to recognize the need for a combination of a combined 

elastic/inelastic line with a net carrier for the ball and a universally flexible means 
for strongly securing in a minimally-interfering way a retrieval-type soccer kick 
practicing device that provides realistic ball motion (i.e., lift and roll) and true 360" 
range of kicking ability. Each of the applied references fails individually and in the 
aggregate to do so. I incorporate my discussion of the Ainscough, et al., and 
Sowards references* failure to teach or suggest the presently claimed invention, 
made in my previous declaration and responses in the application of 14 October 
2003 and 06 June 2002. The Moore reference depicts and describes only a 
"suitable anchor" consisting of a tent stake, and a ball holder mechanism 
comprised of four orthogonally arranged pieces of webbing and an elastic band 
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securing them to the ball. The former will not provide the sufficient securing force 
to accommodate stronger kickers, and the latter will not provide true soccer ball 
motion, as the presently claimed invention provides. 

1 1 . The present invention as described and claimed comprises a soccer ball practice 
apparatus made as a combination of a tether line including an elastic section, a net 
container/securement for a soccer ball, a ground insertable/removable anchor unit 
as a spiral with an upper section and a handle which is turned for insertion of the 
spiral portion to enter the ground and to leave only an upper circular portion 
exposed, the tether line tied between the anchor means and the net, by a ring that 
rides on the circular portion of the anchor upper circle portion, a shackle 
interconnect or the like from the elastic portion of the tether line (and a swivel) to 
the ring to enable rotation of the tether line about its own axis. The kicked ball 
returns to the kicker, rolling back without material interference from the 
apparatus. 

12. My co-inventor and I are familiar with soccer play and practice and the full range 
of commercially available training choices on the market, presently or in the past. 
The presently claimed invention provides a much closer approximation of normal 
game play than the systems of the cited art, while minimizing the possibility that 
a user's kick will dislodge the stake from the ground. The present invention allows 
repetitive kicking in a variety of angles and trajectories from any position around 
the anchor on the fly. The player can move around to kick the ball, which caimot 
be done with the Sowards or Ainscough et al. devices. Most importantly, with 
the present invention a player can kick the ball straight ahead in front of herself 
and see if the ball goes in the direction intended. One troublesome skill for young 
players to learn is "lifting" the ball upward when they kick it. This is impossible 
with the Sowards device. The Ainscough et al. device does not allow a 360° range 
of kick up and over the device, as its support pipe and swiveHng arm only allow 
360 degree rotation about the axis of the pole; therefore, the player will not know 
if the ball would have traveled in the direction intended with the rise in trajectory 
desired, which defeats the purpose of practice kicking. The Moore device does not 
show a practice device that has a strong ground connection. With the Moore 
device, a kicker may unintentionally pull the tent stake from the ground with her 
kick (a potentially hazardous event as evidenced by the CPSC recall noted in 
paragraph 9), the partial webbing/elastic band ball holding mechanism will not 
provide true ball motion, and its additional weight will further inhibit the ability to 
get "lift" under the ball. 

13. I have tested and observed, that using the present invention with an elastic cord a 
player can effect a great variety of fast returns of different angles that are anything 
but "fixed." The present invention also provides truer ball motion, absolutely 
necessary for young players developing their kicking skills. 
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T hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and foilher that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment or both under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United State 
Code and that such willjful false statements may jeopardize the vahdity of the application or any 
patent issued thereon. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: February 22, 2005 
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Related Proceedings Appendix 



There are no related proceedings. 
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